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merit of the whole, but all unitedly produced as the resultant of 
the cooperation of the individual powers of nature." 

It is easy for the Austrian professor to give utterance to this 
dogma, but in the present state of our knowledge we doubt 
whether such a broad generalization (or narrow conclusion) can 
be supported by demonstrable facts, and we would urge that, as 
in human history so in that of the lower animal world, individual 
effort is all important ; the success of certain favored individuals 
effecting and insuring a progress that ultimately dominates the 
whole mass of organized beings. 

The instances which the author gives of the losses from insect 
depredations are of a mild order compared with those sustained 
in the United States, but on the whole the subject is treated in a 
comprehensive and interesting way. The illustrations of this 
part, though sometimes too diminutive arid not always carefully 
engraved, are perhaps sufficiently clear for a popular work. 

The last part is devoted to the embryology and metamorphoses 
of insects, and forms a fresh, well illustrated and most convenient 
treatise on the subject. The works of Weismann, Kowalevaky 
and others are freely used, and a good deal of valuable original 
matter introduced; the application of the germ-layer doctrines 
to insects, the novel illustrations of the embryology of different 
insects, in which work the author's former experience as a histolo- 
gist and entomotomist has made him an adept, and the schematic 
drawings to illustrate the process of molting, and the formation 
of the pupa under the skin of the larva, these and other points 
appear to have been elaborated with a briefness and clearness of 
treatment which, with the previous anatomical part, will render 
the work a standard one for some years to come. Among the 
illustrations of hitherto unpublished embryological facts are cross 
sections of the embryo of the flesh fly, of the Lina popttli beetle, 
the two diagrammatic drawings of the germ and its embryonal 
layers; of the embryo of Mantis, and the eggs of the swarm- moth 
\Liparis dispar). The author has attempted to combine the 
results of different embryologists, and to clearly expound them 
for the use of the general student in a way which has not hitherto 
been accomplished. The portion on the metamorphoses of 
insects is treated in a way not wholly new to the American 
reader, but the matter, some of which is new, and the valuable 
and original figures of the longitudinal section of the puparium 
and enclosed pupa of a muscid fly, the section through the thorax 
of a Polistes wasp, through the head of a caterpillar, and through 
the thorax of the cabbage-butterfly are original and' valuable. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — The Genera of European Nemerteans criti- 
cally revised, with description of several new species. By Dr. A. A. W. Hubrecht. 
(Note XLIV of the Leyden Museum. 8vo, pp. 193—232.) From the author. 

Darwinism and other Essays. By John Fiske, M.A., LL.B., etc. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
283. Macmillan & Co., London and New York, 1879. 
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from Bull. U. S. Geol. and Geog. Surv., Vol V, No. 2.) Washington, Sept. 6, 1879. 
From the author. 

Geological Survey of Hakkaido — Geological Maps: (1.) Of a rough Survey of 
the Kayanoma Coal Fields in Yesso, Japan. By Benj. Smith Lyman, chief geologist 
and assistants. May, 1876. (2.) Map of Eastern Asia, "to show the commercial 
position of the productive Coal Fields of Yesso, Japan, compiled from various sources. 
By the same. May, 1876. (3.) A Geological and Topographical Map of a rough 
Survey of part of the Nuppaomayai Coal Field in Yesso, Japan. By the same. May, 
1876. (4.) A Geological and Topographical Map of a rough Survey of part of the 
Bibai Coal Field in Yesso, Japan. By the same. April, 1876. From the author. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
BOTANY. 

On the Habitat of Rhododendron catawbiense. — In the 
spring of 1878 I was informed that " laurel " grew in abundance 
a few miles from the State University, at Chapel Hill. As I was 
at that time unfamiliar with the flora, having but recently removed 
to North Carolina, my first thought suggested a species of 
Kalmia. In April I visited the locality — the northern exposure 
of a steep bank on Morgan's creek, some three miles from the 
village. Much to my surprise I beheld a dense growth, not of 
Kalmia, but of Rhododendron. The shrubs were from eight to 
fifteen feet in height and among the smooth green leaves were 
clusters of the most beautiful purple blossoms. Could it be 
Rhododendron catazvbiense growing so luxuriantly at an altitude 
of only five hundred feet? I sent specimens to my friend, Prof. 
W. R. Dudley, of Cornell University, together with a description 
of the locality. In reply to my letter, he says : " I recognized 
them at first sight as this [R. catazvbiense). * * They are 
indigenous only on the higher summits of the Alleghanies. We 
found them on the Black mountains last summer, but only above 
6000 feet." Up to this time, I must confess, I had been some- 
what in doubt as to the species, especially as the plant occurred 
in such an unusual situation, but after submitting specimens to so 
competent a botanist as my friend, who had studied the Rhodo- 
dendron in its mountain home, all doubts were removed. Last 
spring a member of the university chancing to meet Prof. Gray, 
who was on a botanical excursion in Western Carolina, mentioned 
to him the fact that the laurel grew near Chapel Hill. Dr. Gray 
was evidently much astonished, and, having been informed of 
this, I immediately sent him a dried specimen and a description 
of the locality. He replied as follows : " The laurel (which I 
had heard of from one of your pupils whom I met in June) I 
am delighted to see. It is certainly, as you say, R. cataivbiense , 
and most remarkable for occurring at so low a level, where it 
flowers early. It comes down somewhat as R. punctatum does in 



